The syntheses of two new spirolactones are described. Each compound was obtained as an off-white solid in 66% yields from 4-hydroxy-3-nitrobenzaldehyde.
We recently reported the syntheses and the absolute configurations of two optically active spirolactones obtained from derivatives of L-3-nitrotyrosine [1] [2] [3] . However, during the development of these asymmetric syntheses two other spirolactones were prepared in racemic forms but have not yet been reported. We now wish to report the synthesis of these two new spirolactones.
The syntheses of the title compounds were required in order to optimize the conditions we planned to use in the diastereoselective spiroannulation of the tyrosine derivatives [1, 2] . The syntheses are described in Scheme 1. All intermediates and products were obtained in good to excellent yields and were fully characterized, except for 2 which appeared to decompose during the purification step. All our attempts to purify 2 by column chromatography or recrystallization resulted in the decomposition of this compound as observed by thin layer chromatography and 1 H-NMR. Therefore, this amino acid derivative (2) was used in the following steps without further purification and as such the percentage yields for compounds 3 and 4 are reported for two steps from 1. H-NMR spectra were recorded on a Bruker AMX300 spectrometer at 300 MHz and chemical shifts are expressed in ppm using TMS as internal standard.
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C-NMR spectra were recorded on a Bruker AMX300 spectrometer at 75.4 MHz and chemical shifts are expressed in ppm using residual solvent signal as internal standard. Assignment of carbon absorptions were confirmed by DEPT experiments in all cases. Mass spectra were recorded on a Varian CP-3800 GC system with a Saturn 2200 MS station. To a solution of 1 (210 mg, 1.00 mmol) in tetrahydrofuran (20 mL) was added 10% Pd/C (32 mg). The resulting mixture was placed in a hydrogenator, flushed (5 times) with hydrogen, and left to agitate under pressure (39 psi) for 6 hrs. The reaction mixture was filtered through Celite ® (rinsing with tetrahydrofuran) and the solvent was evaporated to give 2 as an off-white solid. The structure of 2 was established only on the basis of its 1 H-NMR data, and the crude reaction product was used without further purification. 
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To a solution of 2 in tetrahydrofuran (20 mL) was added acetyl chloride (79 mg, 1.13 mmol) and the solution was stired at room temperature for 60 minutes. Water (15 mL) was added and the mixture was extracted with ethyl acetate (2 x 50 mL). The organic fractions were combined, washed with brine (50 mL), dried (MgSO 4 ), and the solvent was evaporated to afford an off-white solid. The product was recrystallized from hexane/acetone to afford a white solid (104 mg) in 72% yield from 1. 
3-(3-Benzamido-4-hydroxyphenyl)propanoic acid (4):
To a solution of 1 (222 mg, 1.06 mmol) in tetrahydrofuran (20 mL) was added 10% Pd/C (33 mg). The resulting mixture was then placed in a hydrogenator, flushed (5 times) with hydrogen and left to agitate under pressure (36 psi.) overnight. The reaction mixture was filtered through Celite ® (rinsing with tetrahydrofuran) and the solvent was evaporated to afford 2 which was used without further purification.
To a solution of 2 in tetrahydrofuran (20 mL) was added benzoyl chloride (154 mg, 1.1 mmol) and the solution was stirred at room temperature for 30 minutes. 10% HCl (25 mL) was added, the mixture was stirred for 5 minutes and extracted with dichloromethane (2 x 35 mL). The organic fractions were combined, dried (MgSO 4 ), and the solvents were evaporated to afford an off-white solid. The crude product was recrystallized with hexane/acetone to afford an off-white solid (250 mg) in 83% yield from 
